
Sharon Coatney

Af ter 30 years as a Kan sas teacher and li brar ian, Sharon Coatney has “re -
tired” to be come the Ac qui si tions Ed i tor for School Li brary Me dia, Li brar ies
Un lim ited, a di vi sion of the Green wood Pub lish ing Group.   She has taught chil -
dren’s lit er a ture and ma te ri als for Ot tawa and Baker Uni ver si ties in Kan sas and
el e men tary school li brary meth ods courses for the School of Li brary and In for -
ma tion at Em po ria State Uni ver sity. Sharon speaks fre quently on the top ics of
col lab o ra tive teach ing, build ing the com mu nity of learn ers, the power of story,
teach ing re search skills in the elementary grades, and library advocacy.

Sharon is a past pres i dent of the Amer i can As so ci a tion of School Li brar i -
ans, was the chair of the Li brary Me dia Stan dards Writ ing Com mit tee, Na tional
Board for Pro fes sional Teach ing Stan dards and is pres ently a Coun cilor-
at-Large of the Amer i can Library Association.  

Her Books

 “As sess ment in the School Li brary Me dia Cen ter,” chap ter in Prin ci ples and Prac tice:  Cur ric u lum
Con nec tions Through the Li brary, ed ited by Barbara K. Strip ling (Li brar ies Un lim ited, 2003).

Co au thor with Dr. Mar i lyn Arnone of the ed u ca tor’s guide to The Cu ri ous Kids and the Squig -
gly Ques tion. 2005, Li brar ies Un lim ited.

Co au thor with Dr. Mar i lyn Arnone of the ed u ca tor’s guide to The Cu ri ous Kids Dig ging For An -
swers, Forth com ing. Li brar ies Un lim ited.

 “Ef fec tive Use of the Li brary for Young Learn ers,” PBS Teacher Source, www.pbs.org, March 2,
2002.

“Banned Books:  A School Li brar i ans Per spec tive,” www.time.com, Sep tem ber 2000.

“Read ing and Lit er acy” jour nal sec tion ed ited and writ ten with Barbara K. Strip ling, School Li brary
Jour nal’s Learn ing Quar terly, Sep tem ber 2003. 

“Pri mary Voices,” on go ing col umn in Teacher Li brar ian.

Work shops
AN UNIQUE APPROACH TO INTRODUCING INFORMATION LITERACY IN THE
PRIMARY GRADES (WITH MARILYN ARNONE)

Us ing the nat u ral won der of young chil dren and the power of story, this in ter ac tive pre sen ta tion will
help you to help your pri mary age stu dents be come in for ma tion de tec tives and give them skills nec es sary to
be gin in de pend ent in quiry.  Rec om men da tions and ideas for us ing this nat u ral yet in no va tive ap proach
meld ing the love of story, cu ri os ity and in for ma tion lit er acy skills in struc tion pre sented within the con text
of the cur ric u lum will in clude ac tiv ity sheets, book lists, and prac ti cal eas ily replicable ideas for Mon day! 
Age range K-3
1 ½ hours to ½ day

 

AN IMPRINT OF ABC-CLIO, LLC

http://www.pbs.org
http://www.time.com


WHAT IN THE WORLD WILL I DO WITH THOSE PRIMARY KIDS?

An of ten-asked ques tion, this in ter ac tive work shop will pro vide sug ges tions and an swers for teacher 
li brar ian/teacher col lab o ra tion.  The fo cus will be on les son plans and ac tiv i ties that teach pri mary age
chil dren how to do be gin ning in quiry pro jects us ing the power of story, tech nol ogy, and the nat u ral won -
der of young children as the catalyst.

• Level: Grades K-3

• Work shop can be adapted from 1 hour to ½ day

COLLABORATION TO IMPROVE TEACHER MOTIVATION AND STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT

Col lab o ra tion is a cur rent buzz word in ed u ca tion.  This in ter ac tive work shop dis cusses the re search
and en cour ages school li brary par tic i pants to think about how they can col lab o rate with teach ers to plan
mo ti va tional in quiry units that will en hance stu dent achieve ment. Tips and model plans will be dis cussed.

• Level: Grades K-12

• Work shop can be adapted from ½ day to full day

THE ASSIGNMENT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

A one day, in ter ac tive work shop ex plor ing how the teacher li brar ian can col lab o rate with teach ers to 
plan as sign ments and as sess ments that will fos ter in quiry and teach to the con tent area stan dards.

• Level: Grades K-12

SO WHAT IF YOU WANT TO PUBLISH THAT GREAT IDEA!

All school li brar i ans have great ideas that can and should be pub lished.  This pre sen ta tion fo cuses on 
an over view of dif fer ent ven ues for pro fes sional pub li ca tion (peer-re viewed jour nals, mag a zines,
Internet, books) and fea tures a spe cific dis cus sion of what top ics Li brar ies Un lim ited is cur rently seek ing
as well as the pub li ca tion pro cess from pro posal prep a ra tion to fi nal pub li ca tion with LU. 

• Level: All

• 1 hour

FOCUS ON THE HUMANITIES

An in ter ac tive work shop showcasing a suc cess ful col lab o ra tion of teacher li brar ian and spe cial area
teach ers (art, mu sic, etc.) to in tro duce el e men tary-age chil dren to an cient cul tures.  The model is adapt -
able to any multidisciplinary cul tural study.

• Level: Grades K-6

• work shops can be adapted from 1 hour to ½ day
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