
Sa rah Statz Cords

Sa rah Statz Cords works at the ref er ence and cir cu la tion desks at the Alicia
Ashman Branch of the Mad i son Pub lic Li brary, Wis con sin. She also teaches “Read -
ing In ter ests of Adults” at the School of Li brary and In for ma tion Stud ies, Uni ver -
sity of Wis con sin, Mad i son.  She pre vi ously worked as a Ref er ence and In struc tion
ac a demic li brar ian in the Uni ver sity of Wis con sin School of En gi neer ing.  She is a
book re viewer for Li brary Jour nal, Bookslut.com, and the Mad i son Pub lic Li brary
MADreads blog.  She also pro vides non fic tion book re views and news at her Non -
fic tion Read ers Anon y mous blog (http://nonanon.blogspot.com).

Her Books

The Real Story: A Guide to Nonfiction Reading Interests (Libraries Unlimited, 2006)

Pub lic Speak ing Hand book for Li brar i ans and In for ma tion Pro fes sion als (McFarland Pub lish -
ing, 2003)

Work shops

THE WIDE WIDE WORLD OF NONFICTION: GENRES AND READING INTERESTS
(MIX-N-MATCH INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATIONS LISTED BELOW, OR TRY ‘EM ALL!)

• True Ad ven ture: Couch Po ta toes Need Not Ap ply

• Travel: So Glad I’m Home, I’m Glad I Went

• True Crime: In Cold Blood

• En vi ron men tal Writ ing: It’s Only Nat u ral

• Sci ence and Math: I have a B.A.; You Want Me To Read What?

• His tory: Don’t Know Much About It

• Bi og ra phy: We’re All Peo ple Here

• Mem oirs and Au to bi og ra phy:  I Gotta Be Me!

• Re la tion ships:  Get ting By with a Lit tle Help from Our Friends

• In ves ti ga tive Writ ing:  Get the Scoop Here!

• Mak ing Sense…: When the Story Isn’t a Story

Each pre sen ta tion, de signed to help par tic i pants feel more com fort able pro vid ing non fic tion read -
ers’ ad vi sory ser vices, in cludes a def i ni tion of the non fic tion type, how it can be thought of in terms of ap -
peal and mood fac tors, dis cus sion of cur rent trends and styles, and sug ges tions for both im por tant and
new au thors and ti tles in each cat e gory. 

AN IMPRINT OF ABC-CLIO, LLC



THE SECOND STACKS: LOVING NONFICTION IN A FICTION WORLD

Al though the only type of writ ing de fined by what it is not, non fic tion is any thing but in vis i ble in the
lit er ary and pop u lar cul ture that is cur rently dom i nated by what Chuck Klosterman has called “the rise of
the real.”  This work shop ex plores 

• Types of non fic tion 

• Chal lenges in clas si fy ing and dis play ing it 

• Cur rent con tro ver sies (James Frey ring any bells?) 

• Sug gested clas sic ti tles and cur rent bestsellers 

• How to en cour age read ers to ex plore both the fic tion and non fic tion stacks

You will come away from the ses sion with a deeper un der stand ing of non fic tion and those who en -
joy read ing it, plus the con fi dence and skills to put that un der stand ing to work in your li brary.

BOOK BLOGS 101 (CO-PRESENTED WITH JANE JORGENSON OF MADISON
PUBLIC LIBRARY)

Blogs are just a pass ing fad, right?  Let’s hope not; they pro vide one of the best for mats avail able for
keep ing on top of what’s hot and what’s not in the book, pub lish ing, and li brary worlds (and can serve as
one of your li brary’s hot test new mar ket ing and com mu nity in volve ment re sources).  Par tic i pants in this
work shop will learn what blogging is, a few of the tech ni cal chal lenges in volved with the prac tice, the dif -
fer ences be tween per sonal and in sti tu tional blogs and sug ges tions for writ ing both, and why blogging can 
be a fun and worth while tool for professional development.  

Con tact In for ma tion

Sa rah Statz Cords
608-24-780

theend@merr.com
sstatz@scls.lib.wi.us

Debby LaBoon
Au thor Re la tions Man ager

ABC-CLIO
23851 E. Phillips Place

Au rora, CO 80016
720-876-2033

Fax 720-870-4892
Cell 720-323-1070

dlaboon@abc-clio.com
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