
Kathleen Baxter

Kathy served as the Co or di na tor of Chil dren’s Ser vices in the Anoka
County Li brary, a sub ur ban Min ne ap o lis sys tem, for over twenty-five years. 
She has writ ten “The Non Fic tion Booktalker” col umn for School Li brary Jour -
nal since 1997.  She has pre sented at hun dreds of na tional and state li brary and
read ing con fer ences all over the coun try and be cause of her wit, lively style and 
en thu si asm she asked to come back over and over again. She has taught classes
in chil dren’s lit er a ture, served on the 2001 Newbery Com mit tee, con sults for
pub lish ers, and now pres ents all-day sem i nars on chil dren’s books for BER, the 
Bu reau of Ed u ca tion and Re search.

Her Books

Got cha Good: Non fic tion Books to Get Kids Ex cited About Read ing (2008)

Got cha for Guys: Non fic tion Books to Get Kids Ex cited About Read ing (2006)

Got cha Cov ered: Still More Non-Fic tion Booktalks to Get Kids Ex cited about Read ing (with Mi -
chael Dahl) (2005)

Got cha Again: More Non-Fic tion Booktalks to Get Kids Ex cited about Read ing (with Mar cia
Kochel) (2002)

Got cha: Non-Fic tion Booktalks to Get Kids Ex cited about Read ing (with Mar cia Kochel) (2000)

Work shops

ABOUT READING KID DAZZLERS: MOSTLY NONFICTION TO GET KIDS EXCITED

In this laugh ter-filled ses sion, Kathy will mo ti vate and en er gize par tic i pants as they ac quire a prac ti -
cal rep er toire of doz ens of newer nonfic tion ti tles that make kids re ally want to read.  Kathy also shares
some use ful tips for do ing booktalks in PowerPoint.  Come pre pared with some of your own fa vor ite
nonfic tion to share!

• This can range for any time up to three hours.  Most com mon is one hour to one and a half hours.

GRAB THEM!  BOOKS WITH REAL GUY APPEAL 

Toi lets.  Bath room Hab its.  Glad i a tors.  Body noises.  Man-eat ing Ti gers.  War planes.  BMX.  Gross 
stuff.  Fo ren sic sci ence.  Un solved real-life mys ter ies.  All of the above top ics have one thing in com mon:  
boys love them!  And books about them and other pop u lar top ics make fine booktalks to grab boys and at -
tract their in ter est.  This laugh ter-filled ses sion, all done with PowerPoint,  gives sug ges tions for the kinds 
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of books boys REALLY like, in clud ing il lus tra tions that get kids in ter ested and sec tions to read
aloud.  Come pre pared to share some of your own fa vor ite books boys en joy.

• This can range for any time up to three hours.  Most com mon is one hour to one and a half hours.

ALA NOTABLE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2004

This Jan u ary, the Amer i can Li brary As so ci a tion an nounced its pick for the most no ta ble books of
the past year.  Kathy has read them all.  Find out what she thinks of them in this fun-filled PowerPoint pre -
sen ta tion.  Bring your own opin ions along with you!

• This can be one to one and a half hours.  Up dated ev ery Feb ru ary!
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