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Judy has over 20 years of experience teaching in the public school system
aswell asprivatetutoring. A lifelong advocate of promoting reading, Judy pio-
neered a New Y ork State-funded summer community reading program and de-
veloped remedia/enrichment reading and writing programs for high school
students. Judy has had the opportunity to present at anumber of local, state, and
national conferences. Audiences find her discussions on writing, reading, and
the publishing processto be both entertaining and enlightening. Judy maintains
an active membership in organizations such as the International Reading A sso-
ciation. A lifelong resident of the Buffalo area, she resides in East Amherst,
New Y ork with her husband, daughter, one big dog, and two catswho came for
Christmas and stayed.

Her Books

Children’sBook Corner: A Read-Aloud Resour cewith Tips, Techniques, and Plansfor Teachers, Librar-
ians, and Parents Grades 5 and 6 (2006)

Children’sBook Corner: A READ-ALOUD Resourcewith Tips, Techniques, and Plansfor Teachers, Li-
brarians and Parents Grades 3 and 4 (2005)

Children’sBook Corner: A Read-Aloud Resourcewith Tips, Techniques, and Plansfor TeachersLibrari-
ans, and Parents Grades 1 and 2 (2004)

Children’sBook Corner: A Read-Aloud Resourcewith Tips, Techniques, and Plansfor TeachersLibrari-
ans, and Parents Grades Pre-K-K (2003)

Christopher Counts! (series published by McGraw-Hill):
One Carton of Oops!
Double Bubble Trouble!
A High-Fiving Gift for Mom!
Doggone Lemonade Stand!

Workshops

(The length of any workshop can be adjusted to meet specific needs)

SEND YOUR POETRY PHOBIA PACKING!
» Level: GradeK - Grade 6

From “poetry pauses’ that reinforce and extend core curricular units of study to full-blown poetry
lessons, thetips, techniques, and resources offered in thisworkshop will send your phobiaof teaching po-
etry packing. Poetry devices and poetic techniqueswill be explained. Learn about the poets kids love to
read, explore available teacher resources, select anthologies and themed resources that will pique your
students’ interest and de-mystify poetry for you and them. Ample time will be provided during this
hands-on workshop to devel op and share lesson plans for teaching poetry. An extensive bibliography of
poetry booksfor the elementary gradesand alist of resourcesfor teacherswill be provided to participants.
Poetry phobia be gone!

6 hours



TIPS, TECHNIQUES, AND RESOURCES FOR PREPARING AND IMPLEMENTING
OUTSTANDING READ-ALOUDS AND RAISING AWARENESSIN PARENTSOF THE
IMPORTANCE OF READING ALOUD TO THEIR CHILDREN

e Level: PreK—K

Judy will suggest strategies, demonstrate techniques, and allow time for participantsto review out-
standing read-aloud choices for this age group. Participants will become familiar with online and print
media devoted to children’ sbooks and reading. They will also be given timeto prepare read-aloud plans
for their classrooms and share these with their peers. Participants will explore ways to involve and en-
lighten parents about the value of reading aloud to their children. Thisworkshop provides|ots of hands
on experience with ablend of theory and practice. NOTE: Participants are asked to bring abook appro-
priate for reading aloud to their students-one they have not yet used in the classroom.

« Length: 6 hours

PREPARING OUTSTANDING READ-ALOUDSTO REINFORCE 1ST AND 2ND
GRADE CURRICULUM

Level: Grades1-2

Judy will suggest resources, strategies, and techniquesfor implementing aread-a oud program that
incorporatesall strands of language arts and connects booksto all aspects of the curriculum. Participants
will be giventimeto review outstanding read-al oud choicesfor thisgradelevel. Nonfiction, character ed-
ucation, writing-related, math-related, and poetry selectionswill be highlighted. Suggestionsfor involv-
ing parents also will be examined. Participants will prepare read-aloud plans for their classrooms and
share these with their peers. A bibliography of books will be provided.

 Length: 3 hours

STRATEGIES AND RESOURCES FOR REINFORCING MATH CONCEPTSUSING
CHILDREN'SLITERATURE

Level: Pre-K —Grade 2

Strategies for using children’ s books to devel op and reinforce math skillswill be presented. Teach-
erswill becomefamiliar with an array of age appropriate trade booksideal for usein this manner and will
develop ways to use these resources effectively in their classrooms.

« Length: 3 hours

WRITING EVERYDAY IN COUNTLESSWAYS: TECHNIQUES AND RESOURCES
FOR DEVELOPING INTEREST AND SKILLSIN BEGINNING WRITERS

Level: K —Grade 2

Incorporatewriting into the school day everyday using trade books, poetry, content areathemes, and
holidays. Ideas, strategies, and resources for developing writing skillswill be presented and waysto in-
volve parentswill beexplored. Participantswill devel op plansand shareideas, strategies, and successes.

 Length: 3 hours



FROM DREAM TO REALITY: THE MAKING OF A CHILDREN’SBOOK

Inthisoverview course, participantswill be shown actual examples of the stepsto publication, from
manuscript to bound cover, and learn what they need to know about the children’s book market. Topics
include: the stages of development of a book, publishing resources, submission guidelines, how and
where to submit, and the state of the market.

 Length: 3 hours

THE NUTSAND BOLTSOF WRITING FOR CHILDREN

Companion course to: From Dream to Reality: The Making of a Children’s Book (see above)

Attendees will explore the elements of story in fiction written especially for children, investigate
genres of children’sliterature, learn how to write effective and professional cover and query letters (and
learn the difference between them), and become familiar with publishing world etiquette.

 Length: 3 hours
PARENT WORKSHOP

WHY SHOULD | READ TO MY CHILD?

This workshop will erase the mystery and anxiety associated with developing alove of reading in
children. A variety of suggestionswill be offered to parents and caregivers on how they can support the
school’ seffortsto build lifelong reading skillsin students by reading-aloud to their children every day. A
bibliography of children’s books and useful resources especially for parents will be provided.

« Length: 1 hour

AUTHOR VISITSAND WRITING WORKSHOPS

In addition to offering author visits for elementary classrooms and preschools, Judy conducts writ-
ing workshops for grades 5 and up. Studentsreceiveindividual feedback as they experience the writing
process firsthand, from brainstorming to publishable piece.

« Length: oneto five days
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